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A. The first and only time I’ve been deep sea fishing was on a family vacation in Florida. My family left cold 

Chicago and drove to sunny Florida every summer for vacation.  
B. One year, someone had the bonehead idea, let’s go deep sea fishing. We were vacationing with another family, 

so two dads, plus 4 kids — I was 8 or 9 — total boarded a very big boat, with maybe a hundred people on board, 
for a three hour tour. A three hour tour.  

C. Well, you might imagine what happened.  
1. The weather started getting rough. The tiny ship was tossed.  

D. But that didn’t stop anybody. Nope. Even though, one by one, the passengers were dropping like flies. One by 
one, they ran to the edge of the boat, and spewed forth their lunch, and then went to lay down in a giant dorm 
full of bunk beds. The fearless crew stood by… laughing. That was special.  

E. My dad, however, had no problems. He sat in a chair on deck, smoking a pipe, enjoying the day, waiting for the 
fishing to begin. He had been in the Navy, so no problems.  

F. I sat with him, refusing to get seasick.  
G. The captain came on the speaker system and said, “The seas are heavy today, but no worries, we’ll fish here for 

a little bit, and then head over to a bay where it’s not so choppy.” 
H. I was doing okay till they brought out the bait. Big trays of chopped up squid.  
I. That was my signal to follow the footsteps of the other passengers, run to the rail, donate my lunch to the 

foamy seas, and spend the next two hours curled up on a heaving bunk bed turning different shades of green.  
II. The Seas are Heavy 

A. You don’t have to be a prophet to look at our society and our culture, and to know that the seas are heavy.  
B. We live in what the Bible calls perilous times. No need to list the perils.  
C. Because I believe there will be troubles ahead, I have picked a book in the Bible for us to study together.  
D. It is the book called Second Peter. It is actually a letter, written by Peter, to Christians scattered across the 

world. This is called an epistle, which means a letter. In this letter, Peter sees a storm coming.  
1. False prophets will come (2:1). Destructive ways will come (2:2). Exploiters will come (2:3). Deceivers will 

come (2:13). Scoffers will come (3:3) 
a) But don’t worry, Peter says, because… The Day of the Lord will come too.  

E. He knows that for a while, the seas will be heavy… but soon the captain will head to a place where the waters 
won’t be so choppy. 

F. So, in the mean time, he wrote this letter to give them hope. And to give them comfort.  
G. Peter sees two categories of Christians…  

1. Those who have peace in the journey, like my Dad, on the boat.  
2. Those who have upheaval in the journey, like me, on the boat.  

H. So I’m calling this series, Faith Wins: God’s Comfort in Tough Times. 
I. Let’s get right into Second Peter, and we’ll be going verse by verse.  

III. Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained like precious faith with us by the 
righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ. (2 Peter 1:1) 
A. Along with James and Paul, Peter was a pre-eminent leader in the earliest years of Christianity.  
B. Here are five facts you should know about Peter.  

1. NAME - Simon, Peter, Cephas… His original name was Simon. Later in his life Jesus added the name Peter 
(the Greek version) which is the same as Cephas (which is the Aramaic version)… both of these words 
mean Rock.  

2. TRADE - Fishing Business… Peter made his living as a Fisherman. But don’t think of a guy with a fishing 
pole, think of a group of employees, a fleet of boats, a number of employees, and large, well-tended nets. 
Peter’s business partners were his brother, Andrew, and two other fishermen named John and James. Peter 
was probably pretty financially well off. He worked hard, but he had a big and thriving food-supply 
business.  

3. WIFE - Yes… He was married, and though the Bible does not mention his wife’s name, there are some early 
church documents that call her Perpetua.  

4. EDUCATION - The Streets… In Acts 4:13, Peter is called an unlearned and ignorant man. But that 
translation is a bit of an exaggeration. It means that he was a layman. He was not educated in the schools 
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of the Jews or the Gentiles, and had no formal degrees. But he was educated in the school of Jesus, and in 
the Word of God, and that’s all that mattered.  

5. CHARACTER - Impetuous and Tough… He was hopeful, bold, confident, courageous, frank, impulsive, 
energetic, vigorous, strong, and loving, and faithful to his Master notwithstanding his defection prior to 
the crucifixion. If Peter was inconsistent and rash, it was only because he was so enthusiastic. And as he 
became mature, he displayed incredible wisdom and grace.  

C. Here, Peter calls himself a bondservant and an apostle of Jesus Christ.  
1. Bondservant (doulos) 

a) There’s not a lot of difference between a bondservant 2,000 years ago, and a hard working employee 
today. Don’t think of slavery, think of a willing employee with a great attitude.  

2. Apostle 
a) The apostles were the authoritative leaders of the earliest years of Christianity. They were pastors of 

pastors. There’s a good argument to be made that there are no apostles today, because they had to be 
eyewitnesses of the Resurrection of Jesus. I agree with that view.  

b) But Peter was an eyewitness, so we is an apostle, so he writes with the authority and truth of Jesus.  
D. Remember, Peter is writing a letter. He starts by identifying himself… I’m Peter and I’m writing this letter to 

you. And then he says who he’s actually writing to.  
1. … to those who have obtained like precious faith with us by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus 

Christ… 
E. One line at a time. Let’s chew all the flavor we can out of the gum of this verse.  

IV. The Faith 
A. First, he writes to those who have obtained like precious faith with us.  

1. Let’s chew on this for a while. Peter is writing a letter to people who share a common faith with him. That 
is, they are saved and not only are they saved, but they believe the same things and Peter.  

B. Let me put on my professor hat, and think about the word FAITH with you.  
1. Faith is a coin with two sides.  

a) Side one: the choice of believing in something. This is called SUBJECTIVE FAITH because it’s inside you. 
This is many times called faith.  

b) Side two: the something that is believed in. This is called OBJECTIVE FAITH, because it’s outside of you. 
Many times, this is called THE faith.  

C. In any Bible verse you read, one side or the other side is being empathized. So sometimes, in some verse of the 
Bible, the world faith can emphasize that you believe or trust in something or someone. It is the context that 
helps you decide.  
1. In this verse, Peter is talking about THE FAITH. He is writing to people who are not only saved, but to 

saved people who have obtained instruction, and teaching, and learning, and wisdom, and growth in the 
basic, essential teaching of biblical Christianity.  

2. The Faith.  
a) Now, technically, Peter doesn’t use the word “the,” which is the definite article. But Peter uses a 

grammatical construction that is the same as the definite article (by using modifiers).  
D. Every single area of your life has a handful of key truths to guide you. Relationship wisdom. Parenting 

wisdom. Marital wisdom. Business, school, arts, music, car repairs sports… what’s your thing? There are basic 
rules of the game, core truths to guide.  
1. So it is with God.  

a) There is a core to what we believe. A set of truths, a set of Bible teachings called essential doctrines.  
b) There is a lot of flexibility with Christianity. Reasonable, faithful Christians can have disagreements on 

a lot of teachings in the Bible.  
c) But there is a core that holds us all together. This is THE Faith. The Christian faith. This is the essence. The 

core.  
2. I wish I could inject that core into every Christian’s brain, but I can’t. It is, however, part of our Grace 

Pathway.  
a) In fact, Grace Pathway Book 3.3 lays out point by point the core doctrines of the faith.  
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b) It’s called Know What You Believe, and you can pick up a copy today at the Hub…  

(1) The more we go through message of Second Peter, the more important it is to have THE faith 
nailed down. 
(a) You grow your faith. You mature your faith.  
(b) Faith can grow in you (Rom 10:17)… because  

i) So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. (Romans 10:17) 
(2) The more we go through trouble waters, the more important it is to have THE faith already 

integrated into your psyche.  
(a) We’re going through troubled times… 

i) Faith is your shield (Eph 6:17). Faith is your breastplate (1 Thes 5:8). Faith is your assurance 
and your confidence (Heb 10:22). Paul tells Timothy to fight the good fight of faith (1 Tim 
6:12). And it is the Word of God that puts muscle on your faith! 

3. I pray God gives an appetite to every person at Pathway Church for the deep things of the faith, for muscle 
on the faith.  

V. Precious Faith 
A. But it gets deeper, because Peter doesn’t just call it THE FAITH.  
B. He calls it precious, like a diamond or ruby. If you’ve been a Christian for a while, and if you have grown along 

the Grace Pathway, your faith is precious to you.  
C. Peter wrote two of these letters, or epistles, in the Bible. In the first one he said that faith “is more precious 

than perishable gold” (1 Pe 1:7). What makes faith valuable?  
1. What makes Christian faith valuable is the treasures that lie behind the door it opens.   

D. Look says faith is a door (Acts 14:27). A door isn’t the important thing… the important thing is what lies 
beyond the door. So it is with faith.  

E. Faith isn’t magic. Faith isn’t powerful. Faith isn’t a big deal.  
F. In theology we say that Faith is non-meritorious.  

1. An old Scottish hymn writer said,  
a) Faith is not Christ, nor the cross of Christ. Faith is not the blood, nor the sacrifice; it is not the altar, nor the 

laver, nor the mercy-seat, nor the incense. It does not work, but accepts a work done ages ago; it does not 
wash, but leads us to the fountain opened for sin and uncleanness. It does not create; it merely links us to 
that new thing which was created when the "everlasting righteousness" was brought in (Dan 9:24).  

G. What makes faith precious isn’t faith. It isn’t you.  
1. What makes faith precious isn’t what you bring to the table, but with faith brings to you.  

a) Faith unlocks the door to salvation, and heaven, and all the indescribable blessings of the world to come.  
b) But… Faith also unlocks the door to everything you need to survive and to thrive in the coming craziness of 

the world.  
H. I am preaching today to people of faith to beg you to strengthen your faith.  
I. Because we have some heavy seas again, and the only way to thrive and survive is by the grace of God.  
J. But you have to open the door. Meaning, you have to exercise faith.  
K. And specifically you have to exercise faith in the very moment of your struggle.  

1. Every single time you meet a struggle with faith, heaven counts it as a victory.  
2. That’s because faith opens the door to the power of God, the presence of God, the peace of God, the promises of 

God, and the provision of God, and the plan of God. 
L. All of these are waiting for you behind the door of faith.  
M. And when you open the door, it doesn’t matter what happens next, because God is in it.  

1. Maybe you win the game, maybe you lose.  
2. Maybe you save the relationship, maybe it falls apart.  
3. Maybe you get the job, maybe you lost it.  
4. Maybe you feel great, maybe your heart breaks in pieces.  

N. Your job is faith, God’s job is outcomes, and faith is the victory (1 John 5:4). 
O. So Peter calls faith a precious faith, because what faith brings to you is exactly what you need, when you need 

it, and always right on time.  
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VI. Like Faith 

A. Peter also calls it “like precious faith” which is pretty cool. Because the same faith Peter had, is the faith they 
had, is the faith we have, assuming we are holding fast to the apostolic doctrines of the Word of God.  

B. The faith that was precious and true two thousand years ago is precious and true to us today.  
C. But not only that, this faith is the great equalizer.  

1. If I believe in the apostolic teaching of the Cross, and you believe in the apostolic teaching of the Cross, then we 
are equal in honor and equal in privilege and equally citizens of heaven who receive an equal allotment of the 
inheritance and grace of God.  

2. That’s why Peter says it this way.  
D. The Word of God is the great inheritance of the Church. And it doesn’t make one bit of difference if a person is 

rich or poor, male or female, this race or that race, this nation or that nation. It makes no difference. 
E. I cannot put into words how critically important it is that Christians stay true to our theological roots.  

1. “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his 
house on the rock: “and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it 
did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. (Matthew 7:24, 25) 

F. Unless you keep going back to the Bible, your faith will drift, and it will change, and it will eventually go away.  
G. I was talking with an old Chicago friend this week, about one of our best friends back in the day. He was a solid 

guy, and strong in the faith. But today, he thinks Christianity is all fairy tales.  
H. It makes me so sad. But the first thing that happened in his life, was that he quit going to church. And then he 

quit hanging with Christian friends. And then he quit reading the Bible… and bit by bit, inch by inch, his faith 
evaporated into nothingness.  

I. The faith I had as a teenager, I still have today. The faith I was taught a long time ago, I still have today.  
1. It is the same faith as my grandparents, and great grandparents. It is the same faith of generations of 

Christian who went before me.  
a) The greatest danger in the world today is the theological drift in the Church today.  

J. I am not talking about politics. I am not talking about the world. I am talking about us. About Christians.  
K. Postmodernism, the opiate of liberal theologians, has stretched its tentacles everywhere.  
L. But as long as God gives me breath and a pulpit, I will keep on calling the people of God back to same old faith 

as Peter, and Paul, and John, and James, because they all got it from Jesus, who is in his very being the Word 
and Truth of God.  

M. When you’re on a boat, and you drop an anchor, you want it to hold, so you don’t drift. Let’s plant our anchor 
in the Word of God, the theology of grace, the message of salvation, and the apostolic preaching of the cross.  
1. We don’t need another revelation. We don’t need new ideas. We don’t need novel interpretations. We 

don’t need signs. We don’t need wonders.  
a) We just need the Bible in all its richness and depth.  

N. Jude, the half-brother of Jesus said,  
1. Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write 

to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints. (Jude 1:3) 
O. See this Bible?  

1. It’s once for all. It doesn’t change. You can’t add to it. You can’t take from it. You can’t improve on it. The 
Word of God is settled. It is permanent. It is all you need for truth, yes, but it is all you need for strength. 

P. If you want peace in troubled times, stick to the once for all like-precious-faith. The same faith as Peter, James, 
John, and Jesus.  

Q. And when he seas get heavy, and your stomach tightens into a knot, you will have the sharpest of two edged 
swords to ward off the enemy, you will have a shield of faith to extinguish his fiery darts, and therefore you 
stand against the devil, and he will flee from you. 
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